INTRODUCTION

The first chapter of this book is entitled ‘As Beautiful Above as Below’, which is one the tourist
slogans for Solomon Islands. Another slogan is the ‘Happy Isles’, denoting the happy,
disposition of the people. Both images are accurate. This book is a tribute to the people of the
nation.

Solomon Islands is a Pacific nation with a population of around 650,000, which is large by
Pacific Islands’ standards but small internationally. The Solomon Islands nation is a beautiful
1,500 km-long tropical archipelago on the eastern side of the Coral Sea opposite northeast
Australia. The nation is neighboured to the northwest by Papua New Guinea, to the east by
Nauru and Tuvalu, and to the south by Vanuatu and Fiji. The majority of the islands are
mountainous and surrounded by coral reefs, lagoons, beaches and mangroves. There are a
dozen substantial islands—Guadalcanal is the largest and highest, its Mt Popomaneseu reaching
2,355 meters (7,726 feet). There are over 900 smaller islands, some of which are isolated atolls.
The major islands form a double-chain, beginning south of Buka and Bougainville (part of the
archipelago, although an autonomous region of Papua New Guinea) and converge again at
Makira (San Cristobal). The five main islands of the independent state of Solomon Islands—
Choiseul, Isabel, Guadalcanal, Malaita and Makira—vary from 150 to 190 km in length and 20
to 50 km in width. In the northwest, New Georgia, smaller but still substantial, is part of an
island group of the same name. To the south, separated by 400 km of ocean, the Santa Cruz
Group, the Reef Islands, Vanikolo and Tikopia and other more scattered islands are also part
of the modern nation.

Solomon Islands in Pictures came about from a request to provide a book for the Solomon Islands
Government which can be used to showcase the nation, both at a diplomatic level and as a
learning tool to be used in schools. The concept is to have a book that is predominantly made
up of pictures, some historical but mostly modern, with short introductory texts at the
beginning of each chapter and captions for each image. There are over 450 images, most of
them photographs, but there are also a few drawings, one painting and three maps included.

In 26 chapters, Solomon Islands in Pictures displays the nation in a way never before attempted.
The beauty of the natural environment and the people shine through on every pager. Historical
and contemporary development is displayed in pictures arranged in an order that tells a story.
The chapter themes have been selected to provide a rounded visual account of this important
Pacific nation.
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Solomon Islands, showing the Provinces, the two capitals, Tulagi and Honiara, and Gizo and Auki, the two
major provincial towns. (Cartography by Vincent Verheyen)
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