
TIRED OF CLEANING? In 2002, a Queensland couple arranged the sham marriage of a 

Filipina woman in order to bring her to Australia.  They made her believe she could work there 

to send money home to support her mother and son.  Upon arrival, she was kept in a Cairns 

motel room and repeatedly raped.  She was then moved to a remote town where she was 

forced to work 17 hours a day in the couple’s shop and private home:  R v Kovacs [2009] 2 Qd R 51.  
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