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Are you a legal practitioner considering 
postgraduate study?
Discover more about the UQ Master of Laws (LLM) – a postgraduate 
program custom-built for you.



POSTGRADUATE PROGRAM MASTER OF LAWS

What are the requirements of  
the LLM?
As a practitioner, you are typically required 
to complete eight taught courses, or 
a combination of taught courses and 
dissertation courses. There are no formal 
specialisations in the program, so you 
have the freedom to choose courses from 
a range of areas including public, private 
and international law subject areas. Various 
dissertation options are available (semester-
long and year-long) to allow you to explore 
an area of professional interest in depth 
under the guidance of academic staff.

How long will the LLM take to 
complete?
The LLM takes the equivalent of 12 months 
of full-time study. Alternatively, you may 
choose to undertake the LLM part-time over 
a longer period to balance work and other 
commitments. 

Can I study the LLM while working 
full time?
Yes, you can study the LLM part-time. Many 
of our students are full-time practitioners 
who take 2–3 years to complete the LLM. 

Who will teach me?
Our practitioner-focused courses (see next 
pages) are presented and assessed by a 
mix of leading judges, legal academics and 
practitioners. 

What courses are relevant to 
practitioners?
You can tailor your program to suit your 
interests and career goals with a range 
of practitioner-focused courses on offer 
each year. These courses include Advanced 
Studies in Contract Law, Legal Reasoning, 
Law, Technology and Global Business, 
Intellectual Property and Interpretation 
of Statutes and Instruments. You can find 
details on the practitioner-focused courses 
offered in 2023 on the following pages.

How will I learn?
Practitioner-focused courses are generally 
offered as intensives, with the timetable 
structured to support part-time study. 
Intensive courses are often scheduled on 
weekends, and most courses are offered both 
in-person on campus and online via Zoom.

How will I be assessed?
If you are taking a course as part of the LLM, 
there are typically two assessment items per 
course. Assessments vary from course to 
course, but often comprise a written research 
paper (essay) and a take-home assessment 
or assignment. If you are taking a course for 
CPD, there are no formal assessments.

How much will it cost?
In 2022, the cost of studying a single LLM 
course (2 units) is $4,620. The total for the 
LLM is $36,960*. If you choose to study a 
course for CPD, the cost is $2,310.

How can I find out more?
To ask a question or book a call, email our 
Law School Academic Programs Coordinator 
at: pglaw@law.uq.edu.au

The UQ LLM provides students with access to an exceptional teaching and learning 
environment, underpinned by higher quality legal research.

UQ Law School has recently enhanced the Master of Laws (LLM) program to ensure that it meets the needs of  
the practising profession, through the development of new practical courses which:

• cover key areas of difficulty and importance in legal practice, 

• are devised and presented by leading judges, practitioners and legal academics,

• are delivered using a seminar-style approach to maximise the interaction with teaching staff, and 

• are structured with practitioners in mind, offering flexible delivery options and convenient assessment 
schedules.

These courses can be taken as part of an LLM program, or on a CPD basis. 

“ The UQ Master of Laws offered me the flexibility to choose 
subjects that I was interested in, rather than being stuck 
doing core subjects that had no practical benefit to my 
career. The quality of teachers and the custom pathways 
really mean it is unparalleled.”

- Brendan Pitman, Solicitor and LLM alumnus. 

Find out how the LLM has shaped Brendan’s career in this article.

mailto:pglaw%40law.uq.edu.au?subject=
https://future-students.uq.edu.au/stories/uq-master-laws-postgraduate-program-custom-built-you?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=all-bel-pgcw-22-23-llm&utm_content=digital


Practitioner-focused courses offered in 2023

POSTGRADUATE PROGRAM MASTER OF LAWS

Advanced Studies  
in Contract Law

(LAWS7948)

Advanced Studies in Contract Law examines select topics in the formation, modification, vitiation and 
termination of commercial contracts, including remedies for breach of contract. The course provides in-depth 
knowledge of contemporary aspects of the law relating to the enforceability and enforcement of contracts; 
introduces students to a wide range of commercial contracts and contractual disputes; and develops students’ 
ability to predict possible future developments in Australian contract law.

Presented by
Professor Rick Bigwood, Dean of Law 

[New]
Environmental, 
Social, Governance 
(ESG), Business and 
Law

(LAWS7725)

In Environmental, Social, Governance (ESG), Business and Law, students will gain a comprehensive and 
critical understanding of what ESG is, it’s behavioural drivers and legal frameworks, as well as the risks and 
opportunities for businesses. This course will be delivered by senior lawyers from global law firm White & Case, 
in partnership with UQ Law School. .

Presented by
Fiona Candy and Allana Docking, White & Case LLP

Intellectual Property 
Law 

(LAWS7708)

The course explores the various forms of intellectual property protection including copyright, passing off, 
trademarks, designs, patents, confidential information, circuit layout and plant breeders rights. The course will 
focus on subject matter that is protected, the pre-conditions for protection, the nature of infringement, and the 
remedies for infringement.

Presented by
Dr Allison Fish

International 
Admiralty and 
Maritime Law

(LAWS7865)

International Admiralty and Maritime Law covers maritime liabilities and claims. It covers the enforcement of 
claims using as central examples collisions, salvage and limitation of liability. It will consider how these liabilities 
and claims arise and are enforced under international laws, international conventions, and under standard form 
contracts in use worldwide.

Presented by
Professor Craig Forrest, Director of the UQ Marine and Shipping Law Unit

International 
Commercial Dispute 
Resolution

(LAWS7028)

This course deals with a range of mechanisms available for managing international commercial disputes. One 
of these mechanisms, international commercial arbitration, is a major growth area of legal practice and a 
widely used dispute resolution method in international business.

Presented by
Gary Campbell, Solicitor

International Law and 
Development 

(LAWS7987)

This course will examine the role of international law in the growth and economic evolution of developing states. 
Issues of international investment, international trade, globalisation, and human rights will be considered.

Presented by
Professor Frank Garcia

International 
Maritime Trade Law

(LAWS7876)

‘International Maritime Trade Law covers contracts between the parties involved in the carriage and delivery of 
goods by sea – including charterparties and bills of lading. It considers complex legal issues involving practical 
commercial problems, international conventions and standard form contracts in use worldwide.

Presented by
Professor Craig Forrest, Director of the UQ Marine and Shipping Law Unit
Ms Rosemary Gibson

https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7948-advances-studies-contract
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7948-advances-studies-contract
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7948-advances-studies-contract
https://law.uq.edu.au/profile/1488/rick-bigwood
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7948-advances-studies-contract
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7948-advances-studies-contract
https://law.uq.edu.au/study/laws7865-maritime-law
https://law.uq.edu.au/study/laws7865-maritime-law
https://law.uq.edu.au/profile/1050/craig-forrest
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7860-insurance-and-commercial-law
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7860-insurance-and-commercial-law
https://law.uq.edu.au/profile/1050/craig-forrest
https://law.uq.edu.au/profile/9111/rosemary-gibson
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Disclaimer: Updated 3 November 2022
*The information in this Guide is accurate at November 2022. However, the University has many programs and courses, and refreshes and updates its programs and course offerings 
from time to time and without notice. It is your responsibility to visit study.uq.edu.au for up-to-date information. All costs and fees quoted in this publication are in Australian dollars 
(A$) except where otherwise indicated.

For more information, please contact
T:  +61 7 3365 2206 A:  Level 3, Forgan Smith Building (1) 

The University of Queensland 
St Lucia QLD 4072, Australia

E:  pglaw@law.uq.edu.au

W: law.uq.edu.au

Interpretation 
of Statutes and 
Instruments 

(LAWS7709)

This course is designed for lawyers interested in legislation as a distinctive type of law and in problems of 
interpretation. It reflects on how judges and others interpret statutes and addresses key questions concerning 
the nature of sound statutory interpretation. Adjunct Professor John McKenna QC teaches the theory and 
practice of statutory interpretation, throughout the common law world, with particular reference to Australian 
legal practice.

Presented by
Adjunct Professor John McKenna QC

Law of the World 
Trade Organization

(LAWS7853)

This course examines the regulation of international trade by member states of the World Trade Organization, 
including trade in goods and services, investment, intellectual property and dispute settlement.

Presented by
Mr James Munro

Law, Technology and 
Global Business 

(LAWS7855)

Law, Technology and Global Business is an advanced examination of the legal environment in which electronic 
business transactions take place. This includes electronic data interchange, electronic banking, transnational 
electronic business transactions, electronic sale of goods and verification and other protective measures 
against electronic fraud.

Presented by
Dr Alan Davidson

Legal Reasoning

(LAWS7840)

This course aims to demystify legal reasoning by providing in-depth examples of how lawyers and judges use 
law to reach conclusions. The course explores a number of different theories of legal reasoning, which are 
considered through an analysis of various decisions of the High Court of Australia.

Presented by
Professor James Allan, Garrick Professor of Law

Mediation and 
Conflict Management 

(LAWS7851)

Mediation and Conflict Management explores the dynamics of conflict and mediation theory and practice. 
The course will provide an analysis of the framework, principles and values of mediation and other associated 
methods of dispute resolution. Students will develop the skills necessary for practical mediation, dispute 
resolution and conflict management.

Presented by
Ms Anne-Marie Rice, Executive Director of Dispute Resolution, solicitor and accredited family law specialist

Theories in Dispute 
Resolution 

(LAWS7841)

This course will critically discuss and analyse the nature and causes of conflict, and various theories of dispute 
resolution, to better equip legal practitioners and stakeholders in their roles as dispute resolvers and advisers. 
The course will examine dispute resolution processes used in civil, criminal and international contexts.

Presented by
Dr Serge Loode

https://study.uq.edu.au/
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7948-advances-studies-contract
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7948-advances-studies-contract
http://www.16quaycentral.com.au/john-mckenna-qc
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7840-legal-reasoning
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7840-legal-reasoning
https://law.uq.edu.au/profile/1302/james-allan
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7723-current-issues-international-law-private-semester-2
https://law.uq.edu.au/laws7723-current-issues-international-law-private-semester-2
https://law.uq.edu.au/profile/1359/anne-marie-rice

